[Whooping cough in the UK](http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-20539837) {#cesec10}
=====================================================================

Pregnant mothers and their babies in the UK are being immunised against pertussis after three babies died in October, which brought the number of newborn deaths from the disease since January to 13. Women 28--38 weeks pregnant are being offered the vaccine, with the aim of ensuring that their babies are born protected. 1614 pertussis infections were reported in October, which brought the number of cases since the start of the year to 7728.

[Respiratory disease in China](http://7thspace.com/headlines/426806/joint_investigation_into_suspected_outbreak_of_respiratory_disease_in_sheung_shui.html) {#cesec20}
===========================================================================================================================================================

An outbreak of respiratory disease in Sheung Shui, Hong Kong, has hospitalised five Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department workers in the New Territories North Animal Management Centre (NTNAMC). The men, aged 27--64, developed symptoms between Nov 6 and Nov 24, including chills, sore throat, headache, fever, cough, shortness of breath, myalgia, and bilateral red eyes. Results of tests for influenza, parainfluenza virus, respiratory syncytial virus, adenovirus, Legionnaire\'s disease, and novel coronavirus associated with severe respiratory disease were negative. The possibility of a psittacosis outbreak is being investigated. 16 seized parrots have been kept in NTNAMC since Oct 20. Three have died and ten were killed as a precautionary measure. The health of the three remaining birds is being monitored.

[Cholera in Cuba](http://www.cubaencuentro.com/cuba/noticias/aumentan-los-casos-de-colera-en-el-oriente-de-cuba-281694) {#cesec30}
=======================================================================================================================

Cuba\'s cholera epidemic has spread to the provinces of Santiago de Cuba, Guantánamo, and Holguin, aided by flooding caused by Hurricane Sandy. Dozens of people have been hospitalised and some municipalities are in a critical condition. A government source reported that 206 cases have been recorded in Guantánamo, where Hablemos Press reported quarantine of two townships; although health authorities have not announced this. There have been reports of state security guards and police guarding medical centres to prevent infection rates from being revealed. According to Hablemos Press, public health workers and doctors have increased inspections of homes and overcrowded areas to try to prevent further spread of the disease.

[Marburg haemorrhagic fever in Uganda](http://www.who.int/csr/don/2012_11_23_update/en/index.html) {#cesec40}
==================================================================================================

As of Nov 23, 20 probable or confirmed cases of Marburg haemorrhagic fever, including nine deaths, had been reported from four Ugandan districts: Kabale, Ibanda, Mbarara, and Kampala. The Ministry of Health is conducting surveillance and investigating all reported cases. Close contacts of patients are being followed up for 21 days. International and Ugandan aid agencies and national authorities are jointly investigating and responding to the outbreak, raising public awareness, and training health professionals in infection prevention, control, and field information management.
